Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on December 7, 2011 at 7:03 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Mark Nelson, Joel Marcus, Norm Miller, LuEtta Miller, Vern Demers and Vern Liegel.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Linda Schwanke, Bonnie Bindl, Bob Churchill, Don Tankel, Ed Lilla and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  Liegel moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2011 Hearing and Regular Board Meeting, and the November 21, 2011 Special Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:   N. Miller moved and Demers seconded to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

5. New Business:
a. Liegel moved and Demers seconded to approve the Disbursements as presented.  Motion carried.
b. Tankel stated his issue was clearly stated in the email he sent.  Demers stated, to his understanding, snow is being pushed over and past the car park.  Tankel disagreed and stated when it snowed two weeks ago, some snow was pushed onto the car park at which time I ran out and stopped the public works employee.   Tankel stated he started snow blowing out the entire circle about 15 years ago, but the snow was still pushed onto the car park.  Tankel stated he purchased a van in 1998 and parked his car on the car park and they pushed snow up against the car park and broke part of the curb.  Tankel stated he parked his Prius on the car park and they pushed the snow right up against the car.  Tankel stated he feels frustrated as he recalls these events.  LuEtta asked for clarification of what a car park is.  Tankel stated the car park is an area where there is no curb and it is an asphalt pad that is approximately 15’ x 20’.  Wipperfurth stated the area in question is located at the end of a dead end road and the way they plow depends a lot upon the weight and amount of snow.  Wipperfurth stated the last time it snowed, he had Joe Bindl go around with the loader to get what he could; the area we are talking about is a very small area and very difficult to plow.  Wipperfurth stated we cannot push the snow to the right because there is a fire hydrant there.  Wipperfurth stated the snow could be pushed all the way to the end, but that would result in much more snow in your driveway.  Tankel stated he would argue that the snow could be pushed off to the right.  Wipperfurth disagreed.  Wipperfurth stated if the brush and yard waste were moved, we could clear it out better.  Demers stated he was concerned about setting precedence if Tankel was requesting to have the driveway and car park opened up.  Tankel stated the car park is a secondary parking area, but it is mine.  Tankel asked what happens to the snow on the street by the Bristol and Lobenstein homes.  Wipperfurth stated that snow goes onto the street and into their yards.  L. Miller stated they are treating your car park as a driveway and it is your responsibility to clear it out.  Wipperfurth stated it is a very small area and you cannot just go around in one swoop.  Tankel stated he was here because of snow on his car park.  Tankel asked why he received a certified letter in the mail in regards to trimming his trees and further stated he did not feel that was a wise choice of resources.  Tankel stated I have never spoke of the public works department in a negative manner and I sense there is a real animosity toward me.  Wipperfurth stated he did not have anything against Tankel and certified letters are sent to residents for various reasons so there is proof that the resident receives the correspondence; nobody is picking on you.  Wipperfurth stated snow in Wisconsin is a fact of life and we all need to deal with it.  Tankel stated the snow issue just seemed to be a continuation of what I sensed was going on.  Bindl stated more snow would end up in the driveway if it was not pushed onto the car park.  Marcus asked Tankel if Wipperfurth’s offer to push the snow beyond the asphalt pad would be acceptable.  Hausner stated Tankel could take a few days to think it over.  Tankel stated he would like to think it over.  Hausner told Tankel he appreciates him coming in with his concerns and getting the issue out on the table.  Tankel thanked the board for listening and said he would notify the village of his decision via email.  No action taken.
c. Wipperfurth stated he would like to clean up the storm sewer ponds in the Forest View Subdivision before the brush and saplings get too big to mow off.  Wipperfurth stated a Bobcat with tracks is the best equipment to use for this type of project.  Nelson stated it has really grown up fast; maybe this should be done annually.  Nelson moved and Demers seconded to authorize the Director of Public Works to rent a Bobcat with tracks from Mid-State Equipment for $1,900.  Motion carried.
d. Hausner noted Wilkins was in favor of a two-year law enforcement service contract.  N. Miller asked if the village would be locked in at the current rate if a two-year contract was approved.  Demers stated he favored the one-year contract because things change.  Crary stated there is a clause in the contract whereby the village can cancel at any time with a 60 day notice.  Liegel moved and N. Miller seconded to approve a one-year Law Enforcement Services Contract with the Village of Plain.  Motion carried.
e. Lilla stated the village applied for Rural STP monies in 2010 for Jefferson/Madison and were awarded the grants, which are an 80/20 cost share for certain costs such as storm sewer, curb and gutter, sidewalk and street surfacing.  Lilla stated it would not cover water, sewer and design fees.  Lilla reviewed the grant agreements for East Jefferson Street (from Hwy 23 to Worcester Street) and West Madison Street (from Wood Street to Shifflet Road).  Lilla stated cost-wise it would be best to do both projects at the same time and the earliest they could be started would be July, 2012.  Lilla stated they have started surveying now to beat the snow and they would not charge for this service until the project is underway.  Lilla stated the monies allocated in 2008 for East Jefferson – there is $21,000 sitting there which needs to be used by June, 2013.  Lilla discussed utilizing this money for South Baltimore Street.  Lilla went over cost estimates for a couple different scenarios, each costing between $30-$40K.  Lilla stated South Baltimore was surveyed in 2006 in conjunction with the Madison Street project.  Lilla stated there may be some benefit to doing it along with the other two street projects, or it could be done as a standalone project.  Lilla stated the village may have to borrow for the Jefferson/Madison Street projects and Jewell can help set up some timelines if necessary.  Lilla stated the projects do not have to be done in 2013, but they have to be done by June, 2017 – the longer you wait, the higher the cost will be.  Lilla handed out Jewell’s Engineering Services Contract and reviewed it with the board.  Lilla asked the board when they would like to move ahead on this project.  Nelson stated he would like to digest all the information presented until the next board meeting.  Demers moved and Marcus seconded to have Allan Peckham review the Engineering Services Contract from Jewell Associates Engineers.  Motion carried.
f. Crary stated she received email correspondence from Terry Drone at Johnson Block stating as part of the new changes related to GASB 54, it is necessary for municipalities to have a fund balance policy or to adjust their current policy.  Crary stated beginning with the 2011 audit; the auditors will be required to disclose whether or not the village has such policy.  Crary stated the board will have to adopt a resolution to adopt a fund balance policy.  Nelson moved and L. Miller seconded to authorize Crary to draft a fund balance policy similar to the City of Darlington.  Motion carried.
g. Liegel moved and Nelson seconded to re-appoint Francis Feiner and Karen Nelson to the Board of Review Committee for a two-year term ending 2013.  Motion carried.
h. Marcus moved and Demers seconded to set the caucus date for January 11, 2012.  Motion carried.
i. N. Miller moved and Liegel seconded to appoint Election Inspectors Marjorie Faber, Ruth Derrickson, Helen Everson, Viola Lamont, Hilda Scholler, Josephine Gruber and Donna Gruber with Dorothy McCluskey, Marliss Buehlman and Jane Buchman as alternates for a two-year term ending December 31, 2013.  Motion carried.
6.        Information Items:  

a. Correspondence from the State of Wisconsin – Department of Health Services regarding a Water Fluoridation Quality Award.
b. Correspondence from the State of Wisconsin – Department of Workforce Development regarding special assessment to fund interest on outstanding federal loans.

c. Letter from Sarah Brehm regarding the village budget process.

7.       General Public Comment:  Nelson stated there would be a number of items on the next board agenda pertaining to the Park & Recreation Committee meeting that was held earlier this evening.  Nelson stated the HUB Committee is preparing their final report and it will be presented at the December 20, 2011 School Board Meeting.  Nelson stated he would have a final HUB Committee update for the next board meeting.
8. Adjourn:  N. Miller moved and M. Nelson seconded to adjourn at 8:47 pm.  Motion carried.   
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