Minutes

Meeting of the Village of Spring Green Plan Commission, 

Downtown Design Committee and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee
Wednesday, December 14, 2011
Held at Village Office

154 N. Lexington Street

7:00 p.m.

1. Marcus called meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. as a Meeting of the Spring Green Plan Commission, Downtown Design Committee, and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee. 
Members present: Joel Marcus, Greg Prem (JEZC), Eugene Hausner, Bob Tennant (JEZC), Brad Hutnik (JEZC), and Michael Broh. Lew Averill was absent. 
Downtown Design members present: Yvonne Notbohm and Paul Kardatzke. Ted Greenheck was absent.

JEZC members present: Sheryl Jones, Jim Sprecher, and John McKenna.
Others present: Wendy Crary, Rod Dull, John Kaul, Tim Hoppenjan, Connie Adsit, Curtis Bailey, and Ed Lilla.
2. Crary appointed minute taker.
3. Motion by Broh, second by Tennant, to approve meeting agenda. Motion passed with all in favor.

4. Approve minutes from the November 9, 2011 Plan Commission Meeting.  Motion by Tennant, second by Hausner, to approve minutes.  Motion passed with all in favor.
5. Motion by Prem, second by Notbohm to convene as the Plan Commission and Downtown Design Committee at 7:03 p.m. Motion passed with all in favor.

6. Discussion and possible action on a sign permit for Home News at 121 W. Jefferson Street located in the Downtown Design District. The Plan Commission and Downtown Design Committee reviewed the application submitted for Home News. Lilla explained that the plan is to place a semi-transparent sign. Motion by Tennant, second by Notbohm to approve the sign permit for Home News at 121 W. Jefferson Street located in the Downtown Design District. Kardatzke pointed out a typo in the sample sign submitted. Crary stated that she would be sure to inform the applicants. Motion passed with all in favor.
7. Discussion and possible action on a sign permit and exterior changes for Tim Hoppenjan and Connie Adsit at 120/132 Worcester Street located in the Downtown Design District. Curtis Bailey explained the proposed signage and also explained the exterior color changes for the windows and doors. Kardatzke said, “The colors are complimentary to the building”. Marcus asked, “Are you changing the windows as well?” Bailey responded, “No, we are only replacing the panes and trim”. Motion by Notbohm, second by Broh, to approve the sign permit and exterior changes for Tim Hoppenjan and Connie Adsit at 120/132 Worcester Street located in the Downtown Design District. Motion passed with all in favor. 
8. Motion by Tennant, second by Prem to convene as the Plan Commission and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee at 7:12 p.m. Motion passed with all in favor.

9. Discussion and possible action on an illuminated sign permit application for Arthurs Supper Club at E4885 US Hwy 14 & 23, Town of Spring Green. Lilla said, “Mr. Kaul has submitted an application for an illuminated sign”. Lilla continued by explaining that the maximum signage allowed per the zoning ordinance is 400 sq. ft. The issue with this application is the illumination; signs along USH 14 are non-compliant, but grandfathered. There is also a 50 sq. ft. cap on illuminated signs and a maximum refresh rate. Lilla continued by saying, “My suggestion is to not change anything downtown, but to change the restrictions for USH 14. Kaul explained, “What we hope to do is attract those driving from LaCrosse to Madison.” “I don’t want bright flashing lights”. Kaul also said, “I would be happy to promote Village events and work with the chamber.” Broh asked, “If we aren’t willing to change the ordinance, are you still interested in the sign?” Kaul responded, “No, it’s a $30,000 investment.” Prem stated, “I think we need to take a look at what the intent of the zoning ordinance was.” “By limiting the refresh rate of illuminated signs, we are encouraging more signs for businesses to get the message across”. Tennant asked, “What color will the sign lights be?” Dull responded, “He can control all the colors and brightness”. Marcus stated, “Ed Lilla brought up two points, but the consensus I’m hearing is that maybe signs along USH 14 should be different.” “We can discuss further at a future meeting to decide if the sign ordinance should be revised”. Kaul replied, “I appreciate that you’re going to review the sign ordinance, it is very difficult for businesses right now”. Marcus asked Kaul if the January 18th meeting would work for him. Kaul stated that they could attend. No action was taken regarding the sign permit application for Arthurs Supper Club at E4885 US Hwy 14 & 23, Town of Spring Green.
10. Motion by Tennant, second by Broh to convene as the Plan Commission at 7:37 p.m. Motion passed with all in favor.

11. Preliminary consultation with Dennis Dahl regarding the placement of a trailer or mobile home on parcel #0440-1 located at 137 S. Winsted Street, Village of Spring Green. Crary informed the Plan Commission that Dahl was not able to attend the meeting.  Marcus said, “Normally I would suggest this be tabled due to Dennis Dahl not being able to attend, but in this instance the Village Ordinances prohibit the Plan Commission from allowing the placement of a trailer or mobile home on any parcel within the Village.” Marcus cited Village Ordinance 268-3 B which states “The parking of only one unoccupied mobile home in an accessory private garage building or in the rear yard of a residential premises is permitted under this chapter, provided no living quarters shall be maintained and no business practiced in or conducted in whole or in part from such mobile home while such mobile home is so parked or stored in such place”. Prem stated, “It seems a storage pod or shed would be more appropriate.” The Plan Commission discussed the Village Ordinance and the consensus is that a mobile home or similar structure in any zoning district is prohibited by the Village Ordinance and therefore cannot be allowed. No action was taken regarding this matter.
12.  General Public Comment. There was no general public comment at this time. 
13. Adjourn.  Motion by Hausner, second by Tennant, to adjourn at 7:48 p.m.  Motion passed with all in favor.

