Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on January 25, 2012 at 7:00 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Mark Nelson, Joel Marcus, Norm Miller, LuEtta Miller, Vern Demers and Vern Liegel.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Linda Schwanke, Greg Wipperfurth, Allan Peckham, Gary Nachreiner, Nick Ehlinger, Brad Hutnik, Brent Winkers, Ed Lilla and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  Nelson moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2012 Caucus and Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:   Hausner suggested moving item 6b prior to item 5a.  Nelson moved and Demers seconded to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

6.       New Business:

b. Allan Peckham went over facts and figures of the Spring Green Municipal Golf Course noting rates for 2012 probably would not change much.  Peckham stated the income comparison from 2000-2011 shows a steady decline over the years.  Peckham stated the 2011 cash flow statement shows a substantial positive cash flow for the year; however, a $5,000 donation was received and hole sponsor income was $8,300 (currently hole sponsorship is a two year term).  Peckham also noted that some significant savings in regards to turf treatment were realized in 2011 and stated we hope we have in place a new treatment package that will drastically reduce the cost without sacrificing the treatment.  Peckham stated no equipment maintenance was done in 2011; we are going to do away with the annual maintenance program and perform equipment maintenance on an as-needed basis.  Nelson inquired as to why net income took a large decline beginning in 2004/2005.  Crary noted the Hwy 23 project took place during that timeframe.  Peckham stated the Hwy 23 project coupled with the course re-design increased maintenance costs.  Peckham stated the golf industry in general is struggling.  Hausner asked if we could collaborate with other golf courses, such as Plain.  Peckham stated we have talked to Plain, but it seems as if it would be a lot of work without a lot of results.  No action taken.
5.       Old Business:
a. Hutnik stated he would like the Village’s permission to conduct a prescribed burn at 234 E. Madison Street.  Hutnik stated the burn is intended as a restoration activity for prairie habitat; a burn was conducted here a couple years ago and now it is time to burn again to encourage growth.  Hutnik stated he works for the Department of Natural Resources and has extensive training with controlled burns, and neighbors Chuck Schreiber and Mark Baenen are both members of the fire department.  Hutnik stated the burn would occur in early spring.  L. Miller asked if the neighbors have been notified.  Hutnik stated the neighbors have been notified and the burn would be conducted after 6:00 pm.  Demers moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the prescribed burn request by Brad Hutnik as presented.  Motion carried.
6.         New Business:

a. Marcus moved and Liegel seconded to approve the disbursements as presented.  Motion carried.

c. Gary Nachreiner stated on Thanksgiving morning, a car missed the corner and ran into his house.  Nachreiner stated this is the third time in 15 years someone has jumped the curb at this location.  Nachreiner stated he was not sure if a street light would solve the problem, but it may help.  Nachreiner stated he is willing to consider other options such as a change in speed limit or signage.  Nachreiner stated the Thanksgiving morning incident caused several thousand dollars worth of damage, and if we did not have stone on the garage, a lot more damage would have been done.  L. Miller stated a street light with reflective curb is a good idea.  Lilla stated the placement of reflective signage would probably help.  N. Miller stated he talked to Brad at Alliant Energy and he would not have any problems installing a street light at that location.  Nelson moved and L. Miller seconded to install a street light at the corner of Travis Street and McKinley Street and have Wipperfurth come back to a subsequent board meeting with sign design options.  Motion carried.  Nelson amended the motion to include at a cost not to exceed $1,000 and to put emphasis on an LED street light.  L. Miller seconded the amendment.  Motion carried.
d. Wipperfurth stated he had received the two-phase generator from BJ Electric, but was still waiting for the three-phase generator, and in the mean time discovered the original quoted three-phase generator will not be big enough to run the pump at the lift station.  Wipperfurth stated he received a quote from Lincoln Contractor Supply which is less expensive than BJ Electric, and Lincoln would be willing to bring it out to test and make sure it will run the lift station pump.  Nelson asked if there was a possibility a used generator could be purchased to save money.  The board discussed getting a quote on a used model and getting warranty information and asked Wipperfurth to obtain this information for the next board meeting.  No action taken.
e. One bid for shelter repairs for the North Park Pool Shelter was received from Ruhland Construction at a cost of $12,490.  The bid did not include masonry work on the chimney flue, but included raising the flue three feet to meet code requirements.  Wipperfurth stated the cost includes repairing the roof as it is now, and not extending the roof.  Hausner asked if this would meet building code.  Wipperfurth stated he spoke with the building inspector and got his approval on the proposed repairs.  Nelson moved and Demers seconded to accept the bid from Ruhland Construction for the North Park Pool Shelter repairs at a cost of $12,490.  Motion carried.
f. Marcus stated in late December, the Plan Commission was contacted by Baekert Company (currently in the industrial park) and notified them they were getting displaced.  Baekert notified the Plan Commission they had found a new location on Hwy 14 in the old Calliope Center now owned by Brent Winkers.  Marcus stated a special meeting was called on December 28 for an initial consultation.  The Plan Commission felt that this could work, but would need to add Special Trade Contractors to the B-3 District.  Marcus stated Special Trade Contractors was/is a conditional use in all other business districts.  Marcus stated at the January 18 Hearing/Meeting there was no opposition and the Plan Commission unanimously approved the zoning ordinance amendment.  N. Miller moved and Nelson seconded to amend Section 3.06 of the Spring Green Zoning Ordinance to add “Special Trade Contractors” as a permitted use in the B-3 District.  Motion carried.
g. Nelson stated changing the deposit/reservation fees for the park shelters was discussed in December.  Nelson moved and Demers seconded to stay with the current rates for park shelter reservations/deposits and have Wipperfurth work on a clean-up sheet for each shelter.  Motion carried.
h. Crary stated all five candidates for Village Trustee filed their declaration of candidacy papers.  The Trustee candidates will appear on the April 3, 2012 ballot in the following order:  1) LuEtta Miller, 2) Michael Broh, 3) Joy Kirkpatrick, 4) Nick Liegel and 5) Robin Reid.  
6.        Information Items:  

a. Letter from Charter Communications regarding increased programming fees.
7.       General Public Comment:  There was no general public comment.
8.       Adjourn:  Nelson moved and N. Miller seconded to adjourn at 8:12 pm.  Motion carried.   
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