Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on February 22, 2012 at 7:00 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Mark Nelson, Joel Marcus, Norm Miller, LuEtta Miller, Vern Demers and Vern Liegel.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Linda Schwanke, Greg Wipperfurth, Brenda Valek, Ed Lilla and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  Nelson moved and Demers seconded to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2012 Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:   N. Miler moved and Liegel seconded to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.
5. Consent Agenda:  N. Miller stated he would like to remove item 5b for further discussion.  Demers moved and Marcus seconded to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

a. Approval of Financial Report

c. Approval of the following License for St. John’s Funfest, Spring Green, WI:

i. Temporary Class “B” Retailer’s License for the period 08/10/12 – 08/12/12
5b.  N. Miller asked what the billing from KCS, coded to Law Enforcement for $79.07 was for.  Pappas stated the description on the KCS bill was for one MotoRokr S305 Bluetooth Headphone.  N. Miller asked for an explanation of the various US Cellular charges.  Crary stated the US Cellular charges of $445.26 consist of:  

· $100.41 Fire/EMS department
· $200.55 Police Department
· $90.12 Public Works Department – cellular service

· $54.18 Public Works Department - internet service.  
L. Miller moved and Nelson seconded to approve Item 5b – Approval of Disbursements as presented.  Motion carried.  
6. Old Business:

a. Wipperfurth went over preliminary cost estimates prepared by Ed Lilla for sidewalk repairs on North Baltimore, Varsity Boulevard, Worcester Street at Hometown and Wood Street north of Jefferson Street.  Demers stated he felt work needs to begin on needed sidewalk repairs this year, and the board needs to keep up with it.  Valek voiced her concerns with the condition of the sidewalks on South Baltimore Street and near the Post Office.  L. Miller stated she is aware of other areas in need of repair; however, her personal priorities at this point are high traffic areas.  N. Miller stated he felt the board should approve all of the repairs suggested.  Nelson stated if we do not do the repairs, it is just going to get worse.  Liegel moved and N. Miller seconded to begin the assessment process for sidewalk repairs at North Baltimore, Varsity Boulevard, Worcester at Hometown and Wood Street north of Jefferson Street (Archie Property).  Motion carried.  
b. Wipperfurth passed around pictures of potential signage, and suggested putting the sign on the new street light pole.  L. Miller stated a sign should be posted before the corner.  Demers moved and N. Miller seconded to place a 25 mph speed limit sign on McKinley Street and a directional sign on the street light pole (after it is installed) at the corner of McKinley and Travis Street.  Motion carried.
7. New Business:
a. L. Miller moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the Joint Powers Agreement for the Sauk County 911 Emergency System as presented.  Motion carried.
b. Valek stated she did not know where the board stood on the rain garden idea, and proceeded to go through a power point presentation noting various drainage ideas.  Valek stated the cost estimate for the rain gardens seems pretty high; however, cost savings could be realized by not using retaining walls. Liegel asked who would be responsible for maintaining the rain gardens.  Valek stated you do not really need to do much to them, other than clearing out the dead stuff.  Lilla stated if the board were to proceed with this project, some kind of easement should be created with the affected homeowners.  Lilla stated he ran some numbers for the area on Leeson Street and a 100 square foot rain garden would handle 60% of the rain per year.  Lilla stated to attain a 90% rate, you would need around 500 square feet of rain garden.  Lilla stated there is some science involved in this and if you are going to do this, you really need to get a hydrologist involved.  Lilla stated the big issue is these gardens would be taking street water and pulling it into people’s yards, which is kind of backwards on how rain gardens are intended to work.  Lilla stated if this project were to proceed, it would really have to be spelled out as to who is liable for what.  Valek stated she knows of some instances where older neighborhoods are installing rain gardens to handle street water.  Marcus stated he would be interested in seeing some information on rain gardens that handle street water.  Valek stated she would gather this information.  Marcus stated the big question is, will it work?  Marcus stated he would not want to just take a chance on this type of project.  Lilla stated another big question is, if the rain garden fails, then what?  Lilla stated he feels rain gardens are a great thing, but not sure if this is the right application.  Marcus stated he would be concerned with the depth of the rain garden, and if it could potentially cause a safety hazard.  Lilla stated per state code, rain gardens can only be 12” deep.  No action taken.
c. Wipperfurth stated the Daley Street lift station needs to be upgraded, and if the board was interested in doing so, the first step would be to have an engineer design it for DNR approval.  Lilla handed out a rough cost estimate of $183,825 for the lift station upgrade.  Lilla noted it is not known at this time what shape the force main is in, and this will not be known until the project is under way.  Hausner stated it probably depends on the water tower painting project.  Lilla stated he received some information regarding the potential new antenna, but did not receive a timeline from US Cellular yet.  Lilla discussed the capital inventory plan and further stated the village might get into a borrowing situation.  Marcus asked about potentially borrowing and raising water and sewer rates.  Crary discussed the timing of raising rates.  Nelson moved and N. Miller seconded to authorize Jewell Associates Engineers to prepare a preliminary estimate for the Daley Street Lift Station design.  Motion carried.   
d. Wipperfurth asked the board if and when they would like to start the process of painting the water tower.  Lilla stated the village could have the evaluation performed now, and maybe there would be a scenario where some maintenance could be performed to hold it over for a couple of years.  Wipperfurth stated Dixon Engineering could do the initial inspection for around $4K-$5K.  Nelson moved and Demers seconded to proceed with a water tower inspection from Dixon Engineering, not to exceed a cost of $7K and have them prepare an inspection report with short and long term recommendations.  Motion carried.
8. Information Items:  

a. Wisconsin League of Municipalities article regarding Ethics and Conflict of Interest.
9. General Public Comment:  Nelson stated he recently submitted grant paperwork for three potential park and recreation projects:  re-surface/re-grade the small ball diamond at South Park and the diamond at North Park, install chain link home run fence and benches at the small diamond at South Park and re-surface the tennis courts.  Nelson stated he should know more within 60 days.
10. Adjourn:  N. Miller moved and Nelson seconded to adjourn at 8:35 pm.  Motion carried.   
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