Minutes

Meeting of the Village of Spring Green Plan Commission, 

Downtown Design Committee and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee
Wednesday, February 15, 2012
Held at Village Office

154 N. Lexington Street

7:00 p.m.

1. Marcus called meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. as a Meeting of the Spring Green Plan Commission, Downtown Design Committee, and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee. 
Members present: Joel Marcus, Greg Prem (JEZC), Eugene Hausner, Michael Broh, and Lew Averill. Bob Tennant (JEZC), and Brad Hutnik (JEZC) were absent. 
Downtown Design members present: Yvonne Notbohm. Paul Kardatzke was absent and there is currently one vacancy.
JEZC members present: Sheryl Jones, and John McKenna. Jim Sprecher was absent.
Others present: Wendy Crary, Rick Meixelsperger, John Kaul, and Ed Lilla.
2. Crary appointed minute taker.
3. Motion by Hausner, second by Prem, to approve meeting agenda. Motion passed with all in favor.

4. Approve minutes from the January 18, 2012 Plan Commission and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee Hearing, and the January 18, 2012 Plan Commission, Downtown Design Committee, and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee Meeting.  Motion by Broh, second by Broh, to approve minutes. Motion passed with all in favor.
5. Motion by Broh, second by Prem to convene as the Plan Commission and Downtown Design Committee at 7:04 p.m.

6. Discussion and possible action on exterior changes for Rick Meixelsperger at 124/130 W. Jefferson Street located in the Downtown Design District. Meixelsperger reviewed the plans that he submitted with the Downtown Design District, informing the committee that the planned awning will not be completed right away and that he will most likely need an extension on the zoning permit. The plan is to complete the other modifications this year with the exception of the awning which won’t be started until next year. There is no new signage proposed. Meixelsperger explained that he will be eliminating the window wells that were blocked up, and that there will be new wood trim in a natural wood color. The dimensions will remain the same. When the awning is completed it will be metal awning that sweeps down and out and it will be in a green color. Prem asked, “You said it may be after 1 year for the awing to be completed?” Meixelsperger replied, “Yes”. Motion by Notbohm, second by Hausner, to approve the exterior changes for Rick Meixelsperger at 124/130 W. Jefferson Street located in the Downtown Design District with the understanding that the awning will be delayed and to add an extension of 24 months for the zoning permit. Motion passed with all in favor.
7. Motion by Prem, second by Broh to convene as the Plan Commission and Joint Extraterritorial Zoning Committee at 7:13 p.m.
Broh had to leave the meeting at 7:14 p.m. for an EMS call.
8. Discussion and possible action regarding the review of Section 7 – Signs of the Spring Green Zoning Ordinance. Lilla passed information out regarding Section 7 along with pictures of existing signage along USH 14. Lilla went through the existing ordinances and reviewed possible changes based on the discussion at the last meeting. Lilla suggested looking and Middleton, Mazomanie, & Reedsburg’s Sign Ordinance for examples. Lilla informed the Plan Commission & JEZC that Paul Kardatzke suggested a conditional use process for signs. Averill asked, “What are the State standards?”. Kaul responded, “I believe for changing signs it is 7 seconds”. McKenna said, “I reviewed the State Statutes regarding signs and they cannot change less than 2 seconds.” Lew commented, “We might want to address informational signs and directional signs separately within the ordinance”. The Plan Commission & JEZC discussed doing an inventory of all signs. McKenna stated, “This discussion began because John Kaul submitted an application for a sign that is not allowed.” “Is there something we can do to help him be able to proceed?” Lilla responded, “It may need to be a two part process”. Marcus said, “The fact that many signs along USH 14 do not conform to the zoning ordinance suggests we need to re-write the sign ordinance”. Prem suggested a conditional use for changeable signs. The Plan Commission & JEZC discussed the advantages and disadvantages of it being a conditional use. Marcus said, “I would like to suggest a list of guidelines for the conditional use process”. Lilla said, “If you are going to add changeable signs as a conditional use, I can bring back examples from Middleton and Mazomanie for guidelines”. Averill suggested looking at Mount Horeb’s guidelines. The consensus of the Plan Commission & JEZC is to come back with proposed guidelines at next month’s meeting. No action was taken regarding the review of Section 7 – Signs of the Spring Green Zoning Ordinance. 
9. Motion by Hausner, second by Prem to convene as the Plan Commission at 8:33 p.m.
10. Discussion and possible action regarding the review of Element 6: Transportation & Element 7: Community Facilities and Services within the Village Smart Growth Plan. The Plan Commission reviewed and made minor changes to Elements 6 & 7. No action taken regarding this item. 
11.  General Public Comment. Averill commented that he had recently taken a trip and was amazed at how many communities are similar to Spring Green. There was no additional general public comment at this time. 
12. Adjourn.  Motion by Averill, second by Prem, to adjourn at 9:17 p.m.  Motion passed with all in favor.

