Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on April 25, 2012 at 7:00 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Robin Reid, Joel Marcus, Norm Miller, LuEtta Miller, Vern Demers and Michael Broh.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Greg Wipperfurth, Linda Schwanke, Carol Anderson, Bonnie Bindl, Dawn Eno, Kevin Wilkins, Brenda Valek, Tim Kinney, Ed Lilla and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  Marcus moved and Demers seconded to approve the minutes of the March 28, 2012 Special Assessments Hearing and Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:   N. Miller moved and Broh seconded to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

5. Consent agenda:  L. Miller moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

a. Approval of Financial Report

b. Approval of Disbursements

6. Old Business:

a. Lilla reviewed the water drainage issue at the intersection of Leeson Street and South Baltimore Street.  Lilla stated over the last couple of meetings, the board has evaluated several different projects including South Baltimore Street, Daley Street and Peterson Street and the consensus of the board was to put the issues at South Baltimore Street to rest and re-do South Baltimore from Leeson Street to Madison Street.  Lilla went over the South Baltimore project summary and scope and noted driveways at each home would need to be re-done.  Lilla stated trees will be discussed as we go along.  Lilla discussed the water main at this location and noted per Wipperfurth, the main is aged, but in good condition.  Lilla went over the costs of the project and noted the estimated out of pocket cost for the village would be approximately $80K.  Lilla stated the project has to be completed prior to June, 2013 to receive the grant funding.  Lilla asked the board if they wished to move forward on the project.  Reid asked if the board has thoroughly discussed rain gardens as a solution.  Lilla stated rain gardens have been discussed over the last several years and there would be a number of issues; notably easement and maintenance issues.  Lilla stated he did not disagree with the concept of rain gardens, but just does not feel they are appropriate when they are not on private property.  Lilla stated no village storm water ever reaches the river, and the rain gardens that have been proposed would not handle 100% of the water.  Reid asked if the street project cost could be reduced if some of the rain garden features were incorporated.  Lilla stated incorporating some rain garden features would not result in reduced street project costs.  Valek stated she appreciates this big step the village is willing to take to help us out, but feels maybe there has been a misunderstanding all along.  Valek stated this is a lot of money we are talking about here.  Valek stated she did extensive research, and asked the board to consider some alternative rain garden estimates before proceeding with the street project.  Kinney stated this is an awful lot of money that could be spent somewhere else.  Kinney stated there is water that accumulates and there are issues with ice, but I have lived without curb and gutter for 39 years.  Kinney urged the board not to proceed with the street project.  Lilla stated I understand rain gardens and this is my area of expertise.  Valek questioned Lilla’s knowledge.  Lilla stated he has designed many rain gardens and even the DNR agrees that the proposed rain gardens on Leeson/South Baltimore would not be a good application.  Lilla stated this is not a personal issue and I did not make the decision to do South Baltimore Street.  Valek stated rain gardens are so successful and there is so much information out there.  Valek stated there are more options out there.  Marcus stated the village has always had a schedule of road repairs and has fallen somewhat behind on that schedule.  Marcus discussed the LRIP funding and the consensus of the board was to utilize the funds and not let the funds sunset.  Marcus stated the board looked at several smaller projects, and the grant money could not be utilized toward rain gardens.  Broh asked how soon South Baltimore would need to be repaired.  Lilla stated the next projects on the list are Albany and East Madison, but these are much larger projects.  L. Miller moved and Broh seconded to move forward on the South Baltimore Street Project.  Motion carried.  
b. Broh moved and Demers seconded to approve a Local Road Improvement Substitution Application for South Baltimore Street as presented.  Motion carried.
c. Wipperfurth went over the proposal from Meise Construction for the storm sewer repair in the alley behind George’s Autobody.  Wipperfurth stated this storm sewer was installed around 1950 and Meise cannot guarantee the old pipe will not break.  Wipperfurth stated the cost would increase if new pipe is required.  Lilla stated one option would be to wait and bid this out in conjunction with the South Baltimore Street Project.  Broh asked if more bids could be obtained.  Wipperfurth stated he would acquire additional bids.  No action taken.
7. New Business:
a. Reid moved and Demers seconded to approve the Rules of Procedure for the Village Board as presented.  Motion carried.
b. Eno stated there is one slight change from last year, which is to ask for more space on Lexington Street to allow for additional handicap parking.  Marcus asked if the entire parking lot south of Jefferson Street was required.  Eno stated the entire lot is needed, and the whole lot was used last year.  Marcus stated we need to be careful and not exhaust all parking spots; we need to leave pockets of parking spaces open.  Eno stated the show does not extend more than one block past Jefferson Street on either side.  Reid asked if there have ever been any issues with weddings.  Eno stated she always checks with the churches to make sure there are no conflicts.  Marcus moved and Demers seconded to approve the request submitted by the Spring Green Chamber of Commerce regarding street closures for the Spring Green Car Show to be held on Saturday, August 18, 2012 from 8 am – 4 pm as presented.  Motion carried.
c. N. Miller moved and Reid seconded to approve the request submitted by the Spring Green Chamber of Commerce regarding placement of flower carts in the downtown as presented.  Motion carried.
d. L. Miller stated she requested this item to be placed on the agenda because she has noticed a number of abandoned vehicles around the village along with receiving complaints from several village residents.  L. Miller stated perhaps the ordinance should be revised to include a provision for abandoned vehicles.  Wilkins stated when the ordinance was re-codified in 2009, the board decided at that time the old ordinance was too restrictive.  Bindl stated there are current ordinances that cover junk/discarded property and stated there was an abandoned vehicle on the Pifer property.  L. Miller stated she understands the Pifer property is an issue, but wants to know if the board wants to re-introduce the abandoned car issue back into the ordinance.  Wilkins stated his hands are tied with the new ordinance and would prefer to revert back to the old ordinance.  Demers moved and N. Miller seconded to refer the Village Code of Ordinance Chapter 375 – Vehicles and Traffic to legal counsel.  Motion carried.  Demers moved and N. Miller seconded to amend the aforementioned motion to have Wilkins re-introduce the old ordinance regarding Vehicles and Traffic into the new ordinance format with several options and bring back to the board for further review.  Motion carried.
e. L. Miller stated in light of the recent motion to work on a capital improvement plan, I came up with a Village of Spring Green Citizen Survey to solicit opinions/ideas of our village residents.  L. Miller stated she would oversee the survey and the information gathered would be invaluable to our work we need to do.  The board went over the rough draft of the survey, and discussed an on-line survey versus a bulk mailing.  Broh asked what the board would do with the all of the surveys once they come back.  L. Miller stated the information would most likely be compiled into some sort of chart/graph.  Broh stated it can be hard to analyze an open-ended survey.  The board discussed a choice style survey versus an open-ended survey, what questions to ask and how to go about the survey process.  Bindl stated it is a great idea to ask for resident’s opinions.  Demers moved and N. Miller seconded to proceed with the Village of Spring Green Citizen Survey as requested.  
f. Broh moved and Demers seconded to approve the revised 2012-2016 Village of Spring Green Street Improvement Plan as presented.  Motion carried.
g. Marcus stated the Plan Commission began making revisions to Section 7 (Signs) of the Spring Green Zoning Ordinance several months ago.  Marcus stated the changes made affect the highway districts; no changes were made in any village districts.  Lilla stated the Commission reviewed other municipality ordinances as well.  Demers moved and N. Miller seconded to amend Section 7 of the Spring Green Zoning Ordinance regarding Signs as presented.  Motion carried. 
h. Hausner made the following recommendations for Standing Committee Appointments:
· Finance & Budget – Gene Hausner as Chair, Joel Marcus and Michael Broh

· Ordinance – Joel Marcus as Chair, Michael Broh and Vern Demers

· Personnel – Vern Demers as Chair, Robin Reid and Norm Miller
· Police – LuEtta Miller as Chair, Joel Marcus and Vern Demers

· Public Property – Michael Broh as Chair, Joel Marcus and Gene Hausner

· Park & Recreation – LuEtta Miller as Chair, Robin Reid and Vern Demers

· Street, Sidewalk & Tree – LuEtta Miller as Chair, Robin Reid and Norm Miller

· Water & Sewer – Gene Hausner as Chair, Michael Broh and Vern Demers

N. Miller moved and Demers seconded to accept the Standing Committee Appointments as recommended.  Motion carried.

i. Hausner made the following recommendations for Committee Appointments:
· Board of Zoning Appeals – re-appoint Nick Liegel and Michael Mertens

· Joint Extraterritorial Zoning – re-appoint Bradley Hutnik and Bob Tennant

· Sanitation and Recycling – appoint Norm Miller and Vern Demers

· Technology and Telecommunications – appoint Michael Broh as Chair

L. Miller moved and N. Miller seconded to accept the Committee Appointments as recommended.  Motion carried.
8.       Information Items:

a. Information from The League of Wisconsin Municipalities regarding 2012 New Municipal Officials Workshops and Regional Dinner Meeting.

b. Meeting Notice from the Madison Area Technical College District Board regarding a Hearing and Meeting to be held at 5:00 pm on Monday, April 30, 2012. 

c. Correspondence from the River Valley School District regarding school board election results.

d. Correspondence from Sauk Prairie Memorial Hospital regarding an open house to be held at the Spring Green Community Library on April 26, 2012 from 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm.

e. 2011 Village of Spring Green Recycling Report

9.       General Public Comment:  Bonnie Bindl welcomed Robin Reid and Michael Broh to the board.
10.       Adjourn:  L. Miller moved and Demers seconded to adjourn at 9:16 pm.  Motion carried.   
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