Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on May 23, 2012 at 7:00 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Robin Reid, Joel Marcus, Norm Miller, LuEtta Miller, Vern Demers and Michael Broh.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Greg Wipperfurth, Linda Schwanke, Gary Paulus, Jr., Bonnie Bindl, Kevin Honer, Carol Anderson, Bob Churchill, Ed Lilla and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  Demers moved and Reid seconded to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2012 Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:   Hausner requested to move Item 7b before Item 6a.  L. Miller moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

5. Consent agenda:  Broh moved and Demers seconded to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

a. Approval of Financial Report

b. Approval of Disbursements
Motion carried.

7.
New Business:

b. Paulus requested permission from the board to repair some of the ramps and surfaces at the skate park, located at South Park.  Paulus stated he has discussed the needed repairs with Jamie Licht, who is the RVMS TechEd Teacher.  L. Miller asked who would pay for the repairs.  Paulus stated the repair cost would be minimal.  Crary noted the skate park has $419 left in their budget from the initial fundraising.  Broh asked if there would be any liability issues.  Hausner stated as long as the repairs are made under Mr. Licht’s supervision, there should not be a problem.  Broh moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the requested repairs at the skate park located at South Park.  Motion carried.
6. Old Business:

a. L. Miller passed out what she hoped would be the final draft of the survey seeking input from village residents.  L. Miller stated the estimate she received for printing the surveys was approximately $300 and bulk mailing would cost approximately $0.14 per piece; however, bulk mailing would increase the printing price by an additional $150.  L. Miller stated rather than mailing the surveys, why not have the board members go door-to-door and deliver them, which could result in a better overall response.  L. Miller stated there would be several drop off locations throughout the village.  A suggestion was made to have the surveys printed off at the village office.  Reid moved and Demers seconded to proceed with survey, print them off at the village office and to have board members go door-to-door for delivery of the survey.  Motion carried.
b. Marcus moved and L. Miller seconded to appoint Nick Liegel to the Downtown Design Committee.  Motion carried.
c. Wilkins stated when the village code of ordinance was re-codified in 2010 to bring it up to date, the new wording eliminated specific language to have unlicensed vehicles removed.  Wilkins stated the code at that time was too restrictive.  Wilkins stated language could be added to the current ordinance specific to unlicensed vehicles such as “no unlicensed vehicles or vehicles that have expired registration in excess of three months shall remain on the property unless kept in a garage or enclosed area”.  Wilkins stated a 10 day grace period be allowed for following notification by police to give the homeowner some time to remedy the situation.  Demers asked why the ordinance was changed in 2010.  Wilkins stated General Code suggested it was too restrictive.  L. Miller stated she would like to see the ordinance expanded to include unlicensed vehicles.  The board discussed various timelines of the suggested change.  Hausner stated the Village of Plain is examining the same issues and suggested both villages share a similar ordinance since the municipal judge works for both communities.  Bindl stated she understood the three month suggestion, but inquired as to the truly abandoned vehicles.  Bindl asked if they really had to sit there and stare at it for three months.  Wilkins stated the timeline is negotiable.  Crary stated it would be cheaper to register a vehicle than to have it towed away.  L. Miller stated the timeframe suggested is to give people the opportunity enough time to take care of the situation.  Broh asked how it is determined a vehicle is junked.  Wilkins stated it is tough because sometimes homeowners are not honest about the operability.  Marcus suggested looking at other municipalities and how they address this issue.  Wilkins stated it is all over the board.  Wilkins stated he would make updates to the ordinance and bring it back to the next board meeting.  No action taken. 
7. New Business:
a. Wipperfurth stated the matter of watering the flower carts in the downtown was discussed at the last meeting, and asked who placed the flowers in the carts this year.  Marcus stated the businesses are not sponsoring the carts this year due to a misunderstanding that took place last year in regards to the carts.  Marcus stated Stage Stop supplied all of the flowers this year.  Wipperfurth stated there would be no problem watering the flowers in the carts.  Reid stated the village should review this issue prior to the planting season each year.  No action taken.
c. Crary explained the complexities of the SVRS system and noted the village entered into an agreement with Sauk County to provide said services.  Crary noted the contract is increasing in price by $475 per year.  Demers moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the 2013-2015 Memorandum of Understanding Renewal from the Office of the Sauk County Clerk to provide SVRS services as presented.  Motion carried. 
d. L. Miller moved and Demers seconded to approve a resolution regarding the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report as it relates to the Spring Green Wastewater Treatment Plant as presented.  Motion carried.
e. N. Miller moved and Reid seconded to approve Resolution R-1205 – Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent to Exercise Special Assessment Powers Under Section 66.0701 Wisconsin Statutes as presented.  Motion carried. 
8.       Information Items:

a. Information from Linda Donnelly regarding her participation in the “Wright & Like:  Spring Green Hidden Treasurers” house tour.
b. Correspondence from the River Valley School District regarding School Board Offices.
c. Letter from Charter Communications regarding channel lineup and high definition channels.
d. Letter from Charter Communications regarding pricing adjustments for unreturned equipment, equipment rental and installation/service call fees.
9.       General Public Comment:  Bonnie Bindl inquired as to the condition of the Madison Street property.  Bindl stated the garage is deteriorating and stuff is falling out and it is very unattractive.  Bindl asked if anything could be done.  Wilkins stated his suggestion would be to seek another court order and give the homeowner plenty of notice.  Crary ended the discussion and stated this should not be discussed during general public comment; the item should be placed on a future agenda. Churchill thanked the board for the service they do for the community.
10.       At 8:15 pm, Marcus moved and N. Miller seconded to convene into closed session under Section 19.85 (1)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes for “Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.”  Roll Call Vote Ayes:  Broh, Demers, L. Miller, N. Miller, Marcus, Reid and Hausner.

11.
L. Miller moved and N. Miller seconded to reconvene into open session at 9:19 pm.  Motion carried.

12.
No action was taken on potential purchase of property for the Spring Green Police Department.

13.
General Public Comment:  There was no general public comment.

14.
Adjourn:  N. Miller moved and Reid seconded to adjourn at 9:21 pm.  Motion carried.
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