Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on October 23, 2013 at 7:02 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Joel Marcus, LuEtta Miller, Vern Demers and Michael Broh.  Robin Reid and Norman Miller were absent.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Linda Schwanke, Bonnie Bindl, Jo Gruber, Joan Buringa, Joe Bindl, Kevin Honer, George Buringa, Tom Buehlman, Louise Dotter, Todd Miller and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  Demers moved and Broh seconded to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2013 Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:   L. Miller moved and Demers seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.  
5. Consent agenda:  Broh moved and Marcus seconded to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
a. Approval of Disbursements
b. Approval of an Operator’s License for Stacy Burkhalter, 329 Fairview Ct., Spring Green, WI
c. Approval of an Operator’s License for John Scheer, 6867 Demby Rd., Arena, WI
Motion carried.
6.
Old Business:  

a. Crary gave an overview of the 2014 budget, noting the following:

· Revenues and Expenditures updated through 10/15/13, updated some of the projected amounts
· Made changes as directed by the board at the last meeting

· Updated fire district dues

· Went over public safety changes from last meeting – total public safety expenditures decreasing by 1.20%

· Total public works expenditures showing an increase of 0.23% versus 2.72% at last meeting

· Total General Government Expenditures increase of 0.38% versus 0.96% at last meeting

· Total General Fund Expenditures decreasing by 0.59% versus 1.52% at last meeting
Crary stated there are still many unknown figures such as the total assessed valuation, along with the levy amounts for the state, county, school district and MATC, so the mill rate is still an estimate.  Broh moved and Demers seconded to hold the 2014 Budget Hearing on November 20, 2013 with the budget presented.  Motion carried.
7.
New Business:
a. L. Miller moved and Marcus seconded to deny the request submitted by Brenda Valek to defer her Baltimore Street sidewalk assessment payment until 2014.  Motion carried.
b. Hausner asked the board for their feedback in regards to the property located at 433 W. Madison Street.  Broh and Demers expressed their lack of knowledge as to the history of the issue.  Marcus stated the issue precedes all members of the current board and that it has been going on for approximately 25 years.  Marcus stated a little progress has been made.  Marcus explained the village did a clean-up project on the property approximately eight years ago, whereby the village had a crew enter the property to perform major clean-up efforts.  Hausner stated he spoke with Chief Wilkins regarding the property and the matter has been referred to Sauk County Health and Human Services; personnel from this department have been in contact with Mr. Pifer and are working on a time frame for him to respond to them.  Hausner asked for everyone’s patience regarding the matter.  B. Bindl stated it appears that Pifer is not living in the house.  Hausner stated he believes the county is looking into that issue.  T. Miller asked what specifically is being requested.  B. Bindl stated that the village should enforce the property maintenance/nuisance ordinances.  B. Bindl stated the village spent many months re-doing the ordinances, so they should be enforced.  L. Dotter stated she agreed the property maintenance/nuisance ordinances are being violated, but who is he hurting?  L. Dotter stated the property valuations have not been affected.  B. Bindl stated it is a disgrace.  L. Dotter stated it is a matter of whether we care for a person or a property.  L. Miller stated the issue is not about appearance, but health and well-being along with emergency services; the board needs to look at the big picture.  T. Buehlman stated he believes Mr. Pifer is living in his car and that cannot continue.  B. Bindl stated she made the complaint because of appearance and ordinances and if the village does not take action it may happen in other cases.  K. Honer stated he believes it is a deterrent to property values.  T. Miller stated that the ordinance in regards to property maintenance is ineffective, and if the county takes the land back for back taxes, taxpayers will pay for it.  T. Miller stated that condemnation would cost the village around $50K and hopes the village budgets for that accordingly.  Marcus stated condemnation is not being pursued as an option.  Marcus stated the issue should not be left alone and prefers the social services route at this time.  The public discussed the possibility of erecting a fence on the property, the amount of garbage, and the issue of living in a car.  T. Miller stated he would love to help Ellis clean up, but Ellis has to make that choice.  Hausner thanked everyone for their input and stated the village is in contact with Sauk County Health & Human Services and appreciates everyone’s patience on the matter as the board is trying to understand both sides of the issue.  No action taken.
c. Marcus moved and Demers seconded to approve the request submitted by Cornellier Fireworks Company to hold a fireworks display for Country Christmas on Saturday, December 7, 2013 as presented.  Motion carried.
d. L. Miller moved and Demers seconded to approve the amended Floodplain Ordinance due to revised Flood Insurance Study materials for Sauk County as presented.  Motion carried.
e. L. Miller moved and Demers seconded to appoint Dan Vernon to the Plan Commission, term to expire 2016.  Motion carried.
8.
Information Items:  
a. Correspondence from Martin F. Krueger – Sauk County Board Chair regarding an Intergovernmental meeting on Tuesday, October 29, 2013 at the Sauk County Historical Society History Center.

b. Correspondence from the Wisconsin Department of Administration regarding final estimate of January 1, 2013 population.

c. Correspondence from the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Association regarding Wendy Crary’s Wisconsin Certified Professional Clerk (WCPC) certification.

d. Invitation to the Spring Green Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner to be held on Tuesday, October 29, 2013 at The Shed.

9.
General Public Comment:  There was no general public comment.
10.
Adjourn:  Broh moved and Demers seconded to adjourn at 8:21 pm.  Motion carried.
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