Minutes

Water & Sewer Committee

And Prairie Sanitary District Joint Meeting

Wednesday, December 11, 2013
Held at Spring Green Village Office
154 N. Lexington Street
5:30 p.m.
1. Call to Order and Attendance:  Eugene Hausner called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Water & Sewer Committee members present: Eugene Hausner and Vern Demers. Michael Broh arrived at 5:31 p.m.
Prairie Sanitary District members present: Jim Blau, Gene Dischler, Lew Averill and Doug Feiner. 
Others present:  Wendy Crary, Greg Wipperfurth, Jeff Montpas, Dennis Polivka, and Ed Lilla.
2. Appoint Minute Taker:  Wendy Crary was appointed minute taker.
3. Approve Minutes:  Motion by Demers, second by Blau to approve minutes from the November 13, 2013 Joint Water & Sewer Committee and Prairie Sanitary District Meeting.  Motion passed with all in favor.

4. Review and approve agenda:  Motion by Demers, second by Feiner to approve the agenda.  Motion passed with all in favor.
5. Discussion and possible action regarding recommendations for new agreement with the Prairie Sanitary District:  Polivka informed the Water & Sewer Committee members that the Town of Spring Green Board passed a resolution stating that the Town Board is now the Prairie Sanitary District Commission. Polivka continued by saying, “We then appointed the committee which will be Jim Blau, Gene Dischler, Doug Feiner, and Lew Averill”. Lilla handed out the document entitled “Preliminary Sanitary Sewer Rate Review” dated December 9, 2013. Lilla stated, “This is similar to what was put together last month, we included additional data, and pulled out items that are related to collections and billing”. Lilla explained using the formula from the 1996 agreement but updating the information to the averages from the last three years brought the rate to $2.47 /1,000. This rate does not include any costs associated with billing and meter reading; those charges are billed separately to the PSD on a quarterly basis. There are also no provisions for capital improvements at the WWTP included in the rate. Lilla stated, “As it stands the PSD counts for about 10% contribution, if Woodbury is taken out it’s 9.03%”. Lilla reviewed the list of Operation & Maintenance (O&M) costs that were utilized to formulate the PSD rate. Averill inquired about the Workers Comp expense being in the O&M for the PSD rate. Lilla stated “I’ll review it and it should most likely be taken out of the figure”. Averill inquired about the fluctuation of the flow at the WWTP. Wipperfurth explained that Cardinal Glass is a large contributor so changes in flow are significant when Cardinal’s production slows down. The committees discussed the fluctuation of Woodbury use during the summer months. Averill suggested that the committees review the assumptions beginning on page 1 of the Draft Agreement dated December 11, 2013. Lilla reviewed the assumptions with the committee members for clarification. Discussion occurred regarding the responsibility of the costs for future repairs and upgrades at the WWTP. The funding of capital improvements will not be included in the PSD rate per 1,000 gallons. The committees along with Ed Lilla and Jeff Montpas discussed replacement funding for the WWTP, Capital Costs and how they should be handled, and points of the draft agreement. Montpas said, “We need to somehow differentiate between capital upgrades and major O&M costs”. Discussion regarding the draft agreement continued, no action was taken and this item will be reviewed at a future meeting. 
6. General Public Comment:  Polivka said, “As a follow up I want to let you know that Gene Dischler is the President, & Jim Blau is the Treasurer for the PSD Committee. Lew Averill & Doug Feiner are additional members”. There was no additional general public comment at this time. 
7. Adjourn:  Motion by Averill, second by Demers to adjourn at 6:50 p.m.  Motion passed with all in favor.

