Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on September 10, 2014 at 7:00 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Robin Reid, Joel Marcus, Norm Miller, Vern Demers and Michael Broh.  LuEtta Miller was absent.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Linda Schwanke, Kevin Wilkins, Bob Churchill, Karen Nelson, Nathanael Dresser, Bridget Roberts, Terry Drone and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  Demers moved and Reid seconded to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2014 Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:   N. Miller moved and Broh seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.  
5. Consent agenda: Demers moved and Broh seconded to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:  
a. Approval of Financial Report

b. Approval of Disbursements
c. Approval of a request submitted by the River Valley High School to have a bonfire at the High School on the evening of Thursday, September 18 and to have a Homecoming Parade on the streets of Spring Green on Friday, September 19

d. Approval of a request submitted by Diane Baryenbruch on behalf of the Spring Green Arts & Crafts Fair to hold the 46th Annual Spring Green Arts & Crafts Fair on June 27 & 28, 2015 and to close Jefferson Street from Winsted Street to Wood Street at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 26, 2015 and remain closed for the duration of the Art Fair

Motion carried.

6.
New Business:  
a. Terry Drone of Johnson Block went over the key points of the Village of Spring Green 2013 financial statements and auditor’s report.  Drone stated the report is basically a clean bill of health for the village and that is what you are looking for.  Drone noted the Library has some certificates of deposit that are for terms longer than three years, which is not allowed by state statue.  Broh moved and Reid seconded to accept the 2013 Final Audit as presented.  Motion carried.
b. Dresser stated he feels Spring Green has a rich heritage of trees and would like to see native species such as a hornbeam or juneberry variety planted after the East Jefferson Street Project, rather than the lilac or pear species.  Dresser stated many people come to Spring Green for the variety of events in the downtown area; people come to Spring Green for the trees.  Dresser stated he would like to see Spring Green maintain its character as a village rather than a suburb or urban area and a lot depends on the vision that the board has for the village.  Dresser stated he spoke with several people that live and work in the East Jefferson Street area and some of them find the smell of the Japanese lilacs very strong, and almost overbearing.  Nelson stated she understands the need for the street project, but does object to the choice of trees and to the uniformity of them.  Hausner stated he would like the board to discuss this issue further when Ed Lilla is able to be present.  Crary stated she would put this item back on the September 24, 2014 agenda.  No action taken.
c. Hausner stated Southwest Badger Resource & Development & Conservation will survey and identify the 50 worst and 50 best ash trees in the village.  The worst ones will have to be removed and the best will be treated for the disease on an “in kind” basis.  Hausner stated approximately 40% of the village trees are ash trees.  Marcus stated this will give us a head start on the problem.  Marcus moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the agreement between the Village of Spring Green and Southwest Badger Resource Development & Conservation for the purpose of implementing a Wisconsin DNR Urban Forestry Grant funded project titled Emerald Ash Borer Municipal Outreach, Education and Tree Risk Survey as presented.  Motion carried. 
d. Reid moved and Demers seconded to approve Resolution R-1407, Request for Exemption from County Library Tax as presented.  Motion carried.
e. N. Miller moved and Demers seconded to approve the Snowmobile Trail Land Use Agreement between the Village of Spring Green and the Association of Sauk County Snowmobile Clubs, Inc. as presented.  Motion carried.
f. Crary went over the 2015 preliminary budget figures noting there are still many unknown revenue and expense figures at this time, such as State Shared Revenue, General Transportation Aids, Health Insurance, Fire Protection/Outlay and the levies of the other taxing entities.  Crary noted funds have been slated for the public works building roof repairs, squad outlay, highway equipment, streets and park/pool outlay.  Crary stated there will be a zero percent levy increase and based on the preliminary figures, the village’s tax levy could decrease slightly.  No action taken.
7.
Information Items:  
a. Correspondence from Rick and Cindy Paulus regarding the 2014 season at the municipal pool.
8.
General Public Comment:  Churchill stated he appreciates how well things are run and accounted for.  Dresser thanked Chief Wilkins for being who he is.
9.
Adjourn:  N. Miller moved and Reid seconded to adjourn at 8:26 pm.  Motion carried
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