Minutes of Regular Session

Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on August 26, 2015 at 7:03 pm, 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order: Gene Hausner, Village President called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Gene Hausner, Robin Reid, Joel Marcus, Norm Miller, Vern Demers and Michael Broh.  LuEtta Miller was absent.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Linda Schwanke, Todd Newton, Kevin Wilkins, Kris Stoddard, Ruth Schreiner, Tawsif Anam, Bob Churchill, Ed Lilla and Jenny Pappas.
3. Approve Minutes:  N. Miller moved and Demers seconded to approve the minutes of the August 12, 2015 Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approve agenda:  Reid moved and Marcus seconded to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.  
5. Consent agenda:   Broh moved and N. Miller seconded to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
a. Approval of Disbursements

b. Approval of the following License for Spring Green Fire Protection District/Spring Green Fire/EMS Dance, 327 S. Winsted Street, Spring Green, WI:

i. Temporary Class “B”/”Class B” Retailer’s License for 9/26/15 

c. Approval of an Operator’s License for Ann Maxwell, 246 Fairview Court, Spring Green, WI 

Motion carried.
6.        Old Business:  

a. Lilla gave an update on the grant opportunities for East Madison Street noting Frontier FS is very interested in the CDBG grant; however Cardinal is unable to commit at this time in terms of employment.  Lilla stated the CDBG Grant is probably a dead end at this point.  Lilla stated WisDOT released the application materials for their latest round of local road funding opportunities last week.  Lilla stated he plans to move forward with both the discretionary and standard municipal road improvement program funding applications and will continue to look for other grants.  No action taken. 
7.
New Business:

a. Ruth Schreiner gave an update to the proposed changes to the 2015 Country Christmas “Light up the Season” celebration:
· Post House Garden events to span over three weekends 11/28 & 11/29, 12/4-12/6 and 12/12 & 12/13

· Holiday Light Parade 12/4

· Horse Wagon rides to span over three weekends with designated stops for passengers to get on/off

· Holiday tour of homes and fashion show/lunch at The Shed to be moved to the first weekend.

Schreiner noted no change to the date/time for the Fireworks and Breakfast with Santa.  No action taken.  
b. Newton stated he was of the opinion that you cannot write a letter to the editor as a private citizen when you are a board member.  Newton stated his reputation and word are golden and the letter to the editor hit the paper during the car show which damaged his reputation.  Newton asked when, if ever, he has broken any promises.  Marcus stated he can serve on the board and be recognized as a private citizen; the letter to the editor was a response to a letter written in the prior Home News and was not intended as an attack.  Marcus stated in 2013, a meeting was held between Dawn Eno (Chamber Director at that time), Kevin Wilkins, Todd Newton and myself at the Police Department.  At that meeting the attendees came up with a plan/solution for parking spaces for the retail business customers by utilizing the Library parking lot.  Marcus quoted a portion of the April 10, 2013 Village Board Minutes “Eno stated the street closure requests for the Spring Green Car Show are basically the same as last year; however the show will be televised this year, so a couple of extra back-up streets are being requested.  Marcus stated he realizes parking needs to be available for the car show, but parking needs to be provided for the patrons of the businesses as well.  Marcus asked that the library parking lot be made available.  Eno explained the request to utilize the library parking lot was a mistake and the lot will be available for anyone to park there.”  Marcus stated on August 17, 2013, the Library parking lot had several handicap parking signs and later on, the lot was filled with exhibitor cars.  Marcus stated after the show he approached Newton and expressed his dissatisfaction that the Library parking lot was used by the car show when it was promised it would remain open to the public.  Newton stated once the event grew, he did utilize the lot and asked the Library for permission to use the lot.  Wilkins stated the Village owns the North side of the lot only.  Newton stated in a meeting last year with Chris Stoddard, Kevin Wilkins, Joel Marcus and myself it was agreed upon to give up part of Jefferson and Albany Streets and the Library parking lot.  Newton stated it has been ten years of fighting you Joel and that is why I am stepping down from the car show.  Newton stated he held the event for the community and does not see the show as a hindrance to Spring Green.  Marcus stated we have said what we have needed to say.  Wilkins stated Todd has been very easy to work with over the years, and applauded his efforts.  Broh stated he would like to keep the car show here; both Newton and Marcus have done great things for the community.  No action taken.
c. Wilkins stated the Village of Spring Green has been approved for a $10K DOT WISE Grant which would run from October 1, 2015 through September 1, 2016.  Wilkins stated the funding is for full-time officer overtime and part-time officer wages, including benefits.  Wilkins stated the officers would be required to concentrate on OWI enforcement from 6 pm – 4:30 am and would be required to make a traffic contact every 45 minutes to one hour.  Broh asked what would happen if no traffic violations occurred in that 45 minute to one hour time frame.  Wilkins stated there are contingencies in place, especially for smaller municipalities.  Marcus stated he was concerned that the frequent contact requirement sounds like a ticket quota.  Marcus stated you would want to make sure the contingencies are clear.  Crary asked if the wages line item in the budget would have to be increased by $10K.  The consensus of the board was more information is needed before making a decision.  Reid commended Michael Havlik for his hard work regarding grants.  No action taken. 
8.
Information Items:    
a. State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources 2016 Recycling Grant.

b. Wisconsin Department of Administration – Preliminary Estimate of January 1, 2015 Population.

c. Information from the UW Extension/Local Government Center regarding upcoming Town & Village Workshops.

9.
General Public Comment:  Tawsif Anam – Southwest Wisconsin Regional Director for Senator Ron Johnson introduced himself and welcomed the audience to reach out with any federal questions.
10.
At 8:04 pm, Broh moved and Demers seconded to convene into closed session under under Section 19.85(1)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes for “Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.”  Roll call vote ayes:  Broh, Demers, N. Miller, Marcus, Reid and Hausner.  Motion carried.

11.
Broh moved and N. Miller seconded to reconvene into open session at 8:55 pm.  Motion carried.

12.
No action was taken on village employee evaluations and compensation for 2016.

13.
General Public Comment:  There was no general public comment.
14.
Adjourn:  Reid moved and Demers seconded to adjourn at 8:56 pm.  Motion carried.
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