Minutes of Regular Session
Proceedings of the Village of Spring Green Board of Trustees meeting on February 27, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., at 154 N. Lexington Street, Spring Green Wisconsin.

1. Call to order Greg Prem, Village President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.    
2. Roll call of Village Board members:  Members present were Greg Prem, Tom Wermuth, Joel Marcus, Eugene Hausner, Doug Feiner, and Vern Liegel.  Dale Hottmann was absent.  Also present were Wendy Crary, Greg Wipperfurth, Jan Hoffman, Louise Dotter, Bonnie Bindl, Kevin Wilkins, Ellis Pifer, Cynthia Shelley, Ed Lilla and Jenny Pappas.
3.
Approve Agenda:  Hausner moved and Feiner seconded to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.


4.
Approve Minutes:  Feiner moved and Liegel seconded to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2008 Regular Board Meeting.  Motion carried.

5.
Consent Agenda:  Hausner moved and Liegel seconded to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following: 

a. Approval of Financial Report.

b. Approval of Disbursements.

c. Approval of the Joint Powers Agreement for the Sauk County 911 Emergency System.

d. Approval of the Sauk County Library Board Agreement to Provide Library Services.

Motion carried.

6.
Old Business:   

a. Dotter presented a petition to the board with 91 signatures requesting the board cease the selective enforcement of village ordinances against Mr. Pifer.  Prem asked, “It is an ordinance violation, correct?”  Dotter said “Yes, Pifer was in violation of the ordinance, but this is the 1% time that the ordinance should be overlooked and not enforced.”  Dotter said, “Every town has an eccentric.”  Prem said “This is a unique situation, but I struggle with selectively enforcing ordinances.”  Dotter said “The board has done their best, Skip has done his best, and there is no more to be done.”  Prem said “We have enforced this ordinance with other village residents, and they have complied.”  Dotter said “It does not serve anyone any good to enforce this ordinance with Skip.”  Dotter said “I have proven there was no lessening of property value, and there have been no nuisance or noise complaints against Pifer.”  Prem said “This board has bent over backwards to resolve the situation”.  Cynthia Shelley arrived at 7:09 p.m.  Prem asked, “How does ignoring the situation help Skip?”  Pifer said “I am stressed out and can not live under these conditions.”  Prem said “If this proceeds as we envision, Pifer will have a chance to relay his story to a Municipal Judge.”  Marcus said “Mark Lines at the old Spring Printing building had tenants that were dumping furniture and other items in the yard, and that situation was resolved in a matter of a couple of weeks”.  Pifer said “You have pre-conceived notions and no one listens, so I have given up on trying to explain myself.”  Dotter said “Selective enforcement may not be the best route, but if you force Skip into a corner, you will have the worst outcome.”  Dotter said “I hope the board could take into consideration if the situation would be different if Joe Bindl was not a Public Works employee.”  Prem said “The board knew about the situation before he even knew the Bindls lived next to Pifer.”  Pifer said “I agree the place has deteriorated since the folks died.”  Pifer said “I can not keep up with what the board wants me to do.”  Prem said “The request to clean up the porch came last summer and the board has given you months to complete the tasks. Throughout the process, we’ve allowed it to be up to you whether or not you wanted to clean up.”  Pifer said “That has not been the case.”  Prem said “After the court order, Pifer had a chance to be heard in front of the judge and he chose not to show up.”  Pifer said “I did not show up because I was denied information.”  Dotter said “Everyone should have the dignity to live their lives out in peace.  He is not hurting anyone.”  Bindl passed out a news article, from the May 1, 1991 issue of the Home News.  Bindl pointed out the article was asking Ellis to clean up his property.  Bindl noted that in the article, Ellis agreed there was a problem in 1991, and refused help from the village.  Bindl said “The property has continued to go downhill since 1991, and I am not asking Pifer to spend his every waking hour working on the property, just to clean up the garbage.”  Dotter said “The aesthetics should not override someone’s civil liberties.”  Prem said “We are not asking for pretty, just for Pifer to clean up.”  Marcus said “It has never been the intent of the board to put Skip in a corner, but we need to find a good compromise, and Skip needs to show some sort of good faith effort.”  Prem said “Ellis, it looks like you do enough just to get by.”  Feiner said “The last thing we asked you to do was a very simple task.”  Pifer said “It was done, but more things accumulate and things go in cycles.”  Prem moved and Hausner seconded to have Wilkins inspect the property  at 433 W. Madison Street on February 28, 2008, to verify status and again on March 3, and if the property is not picked up in accordance to Peckham’s letter  dated January 24, 2008, begin assessing a fine of $57.00 per week.  The property will be checked on a weekly basis.  Motion carried.  Prem extended an offer of help and/or resources to Pifer to assist with the clean up.  
7.
New Business:
a. Wermuth moved and Feiner seconded to approve an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, to strike “which are part of a subdivision” and to change the minimum lot size of one and one half acres (1.5) to four acres (4) in the ARN District.  Motion carried.
b. Wermuth moved and Hausner seconded to approve the rezone of the parcels defined on the proposed Preliminary Plat for Quietview Subdivision from AP Village & Extraterritorial Agricultural Preservation District to ARN Extraterritorial New Agricultural Residential District.  Motion carried.
c. Wipperfurth stated the blower failed at the treatment plant, so it was removed and sent to the plant where it was purchased.  Wipperfurth recommended purchasing a new blower because the cost to repair the existing one was more than half of the cost of a new blower.  Liegel moved and Hausner seconded to purchase a new blower at the wastewater treatment plant for $3,481.00.  Motion carried.
d. Marcus moved and Liegel seconded to approve a proclamation declaring March 9 – 15, 2008, Girl Scout Week.  Motion carried.
e. Crary informed the board of the available March and April dates at The Shed, and stated the menu would be the same as last year, consisting of a two meat buffet.  Feiner moved and Hausner seconded to hold the Employee Appreciation Dinner at The Shed on Friday, April 11, 2008.  Motion carried.
8.
Information Items:
a.
Information from Sauk County regarding a Severe Weather Safety Seminar on March 6, 2008.
9.
General Public Comment: Bindl stated she was pleased to see all of the letters to the editor in the latest issue of the Home News supporting the Public Works Department.  Bindl stated the Public Works Department is doing a great job, and Mr. Miller’s comments in his letter are ridiculous.  Ed Lilla arrived at 7:57 p.m.  Bindl stated when Miller was village President, the guys removed snow in the same way they do now, and he did not have any complaints at that time.  Marcus stated when Miller made his initial complaint, he spoke to the Public Works Department and the snow was removed within the hour.  Marcus stated he did not understand why it was still an issue.  Bindl commented on Miller’s comment in his letter in regards to handicap access to curb cut outs, and asked if that was the homeowner’s responsibility.  The board confirmed that it is the homeowner’s responsibility to clear the curb cut outs.  
10.
Hausner moved and Feiner seconded to adjourn at 8:18 p.m.  Motion carried.
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